Senior centers. Shifting student paradigms.
The purpose of this study was to evaluate an innovative service learning experience for new nursing students involving senior citizen centers. Junior nursing students (n = 128) were assigned in cohorts to one of five centers for a 5-week rotation. A questionnaire was administered post hoc to the students, teaching assistants, center directors, and a sample of senior citizens at each site. The majority of students believed the experience was a valuable part of the curriculum and saw prospects for community health nursing roles. However, they had concerns regarding losing time in acute care and relevance and number of assignments, and reported some difficulty in applying classroom content in the setting. Directors and senior citizens were universally positive about the experience. Student and teaching assistant reports were key in revising the curriculum. Revisions include logistics of the placement of the experience and assignments as well as incorporation of this experience within the community context.